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PERSONAL MEMORANDA

By Elizabeth Howard

| was born in the year 1779 and was the only daghho survived childhood. My parents then
resided in the house attached to my father’s basipeemises in Old Street, St. Luke’s. The
neighbourhood of the old mansion was at that tilmest rural and there was a small garden at a
little distance from the house, which | well remeanhs a delightful play place for the younger patf
of the family.

There was an old wall at the back on which grewfithest jasmine tree | ever remember to have
seen. But all this so pleasant to my earliest tectibns was sacrificed for the sake of supplying
additional workshops, and as the neighbourhoodrbeaaore populous of course it lost its rural
character.

After the death of my little sisters, my brothegsry at school, | experienced the loneliness of an
only child varied occasionally by the company gfoaing visitor.

My early instructress was a young woman, a Frierd filled the station of upper servant in the
family; the instructions | received amounted ttditnore than long columns of spelling learned by
heart in the Ackworth school spelling book, monatas reading and needlework. To the latter | h
a special dislike. The method of teaching was hatlanviting to a young scholar, but having aajre
inclination for reading, | read for my own ententaient such books as | could find. In those days
there was very little variety of books suitable é¢hildren and young persons; amongst those whic
remember with pleasure were Watts’ hymns, Gay'sfables, a collection of voyages and trave
in 24 small volumes, Pilgrims Progress and RobirSGarsoe. In my childhood | seldom saw th4e
country except once in the course of the summenwle®went to my grandfather Howard’s at
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Wandsworth where | used to meet some of my couSimsre was a pretty garden and small summef706-1793)

house, which afforded much enjoyment. We also reajoyed an occasional walk with our good
old Grandfather who was fond of taking us to Putaeg other places on the banks of the Thames
My grandmother was very infirm and she was oldanther husband. About the age of 11 and a h
| was sent to a boarding school at Wandsworth, kgptatherine West. There were between 20 a
30 girls and | was the middle in age.

My governess was a person of good natural abiliesin some respects qualified for her position
but the system of instruction was not fitted toelep the mind, and the teachers being uninforme
themselves, could not impart much to their pupilghis establishment there was much to discour

and much to endure from variety of disposition mited indulgence. Few as the advantages wer

had | but fully availed myself of them | might hagained much information. | think | must have
been a dull scholar rather than a troublesome ooeh time was devoted to things of little
importance, silk embroidery for instance, which \@asource of great vexation to me. Grammar w|
very little taught but a great point was made @lépg and the meaning of words and our conduct
was well superintended. Writing and arithmetic weangght by a master who attended twice in the
week. He was a remarkably stiff and austere mandisposed to give that assistance to his pupilg
which would have been a benefit to them. The sam&ten taught French and geography. | learne
some French but just as | was beginning to makeegmogress | was cut off from instruction by
leaving school a the age of fourteen and a quarter.

As to our recreations we were allowed plenty ofreise in the open air in a good sized playgroun
Skipping in the long rope was a favourite amusentattledore and Shuttlecock and other indoor
games we had in a roughish sort of a room set &aatplayground and some other purposes. Ol
enjoyments and indulgencies were few, but when thiéwccur such as a half-holiday or a walk th
were the more highly prized. We had no examinatianprizes, nor anything to excite to exertion i
the acquisition of knowledge.

Soon after | returned home my father took a honsgtamford Hill from which he went daily to
business, so that my mother and | were left verghmalone. | did not improve the time as | might
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have done by carrying on any branch of learninga$ much occupied in domestic employments and

in needlework assisting my mother in the care offatlger’'s and brothers’ linen. Various events
occurred during the next few years some of a phirdture in which of course | had much share.
health was not at all strong for several yearslahuhk | had too much upon me. Not having any
sister | often felt the want of a young companidrowvould have shared my occupations and
participated in the joys and sorrows which felhtg lot.
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Of friendships | had some of an agreeable natuiehnhcan look back to with pleasure after the
lapse of many years. The important event of myhmoLuke Howard’s marriage gave great pleas
to my parents and myself from his excellent cho@kcourse there were many preparations to md
some of which fell to my share, but things at tivae were conducted in a very different way from
what they are now.

My brother took a house at Highbury Terrace, bubatsuggestion of the mother of the bride, it wi
given up, as she was best satisfied that her daughbuld commence her married life at the busir
house in Fleet Street. The wedding day was a cokyf day in a dull season th8 @ 12" month
1796. The company consisted of parents on botls sideles, aunts and a few other relatives. Th¢
wedding dinner was at John Eliot's in Bartholomdas€, a very respectable mansion of his own
building. The bridegroom was a slight young ma2#fressed in light coloured apparel and a
triangular hat. The bride was three years oldeh trie appearance of greater difference in age, ar
dressed like a middle-aged Friend. Anne Sherwodd\ery Weston cousins of the bride were
Bridesmaids, and they were the only relations stieai her wedding except her Father Mother an
Brother for she had never had either Uncle Auriesisf first cousin, her father’s only sister hayin
died before her birth.

| was the partner of John Eliot Junr. My dressatage of 17 was much more suited to ten of twe
years older, but not otherwise that nice and fitafdridal occasion, perhaps the lightest in the
company.

The afternoon and evening were agreeably spentdifgjourneys were not then thought of, so th
newly married pair had only to go from Bartholom€&lese to their house in Fleet Street. They did
not reside long in London for within the year threynoved to Plaistow.

Six years afterwards my brother William was maryiegt it was a very different occasion. Being
married at Church none of his own relations wessent except perhaps a cousin who some yeat
before had left the Society. My brother William lois marriage settled in old Street and residedeth
for some years which made a great difference iratrengements there, for the house was
modernised and handsomely fitted up. My brothesrafards removed to Charter House Square, 8
then to a good house and grounds in Hanger Larteerifam, and eventually to Hartley House ne
Plymouth. On my brother’s leaving Old Street thedeocame again into my father's possession g
was much used by him as he was frequently in tdwthe year 1800 when | was in my*2fear |
accompanied my Father, Uncle Thomas Howard and ousi@ Anne Howard (who was a few
months older than myself) on a journey into Yorkshihis being my first visit to my mother’s
native county | remember was very interesting to Tiee weather was intensely hot. We travelled
the Mail Coach, then the most rapid conveyance vedeached my Uncle John Leatham’s at
Pontefract in 24 hours after leaving London. Mysiawand | stayed at my Uncle J.L’s, where we

were most hospitably entertained. The family cdaadi®f my uncle and aunt and their two sons, my

cousins William Leatham and his younger brothentBfif and one daughter. The latter did not live
long after this time. My uncle lived at the busin@ésuse in the Market Place.

My father stayed at the Institution at Ackworthjrgean active member of the committee, and one
his objects in this journey being to attend the &@ahmeeting. We went to the different sittingshef
General meeting which interested us much, anddyewj seeing so many friends. The school was
a very different state then from what it is nowgd all was new to me. My father had exerted himsg
to promote the welfare of the Institution from trexry commencement. How little did | then
anticipate that in coming years | should so fredyensit Ackworth as the home of my dear brothe
Luke Howard.

The time spent in Pontefract was filled up withitiig) and seeing the country and my cousin and
were very much interested in some of the Yorkstirtoms. From Pontefract we went to Barton
near Malton to visit my uncle Isaac Leatham, wha wee occupier of a well cultivated farm
adjoining the Castle Howard estate. After a littlere travelling in that part of Yorkshire my father
left us to return to London. | must not forget tention that in going to Barton we passed through
York, and had the pleasure of visiting the Minster.

My cousin and | accompanied my uncle Thomas Howaidottingham where his youngest son wi
apprenticed. After a little stay there we went tatidck and were delighted to explore some of the
wonders of the place and neighbourhood.

We returned home by Post Chaise after about a nsoaitisence, having seen much that greatly
interested us. As years went on my time was mugbtdd to the care of infirm parents, and the la
part of my father’s life | used to got o town whim. For his connection with business and various
objects of interest did not cease until he wasequiitable to give his attention to them.
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My Father died in 1812 and very soon after his deeany mother and | removed to Bruce Grove,
Tottenham, our departure from Stamford Hill wastéiasd by a disagreeable landlord, out of who
hands my father wished us to get as soon as pessibl

In the long retrospect of time now fifty years thaave resided in this place, and leaving me,esing
the recent death of my friend Anne Ball, the oldekabitant of Bruce Grove, | have witnessed ma
changes both in the extent of the place and itattgely increased number of inhabitants.

In my own immediate circle two generations haverrisp, and my dear brother now in hid'gear
and myself nearly 83 are the only ones left ingemeration in the Howard family. With my deceas
the name will cease to exist in the Society of ke (with the exception of one of my young
nephews David Howard, who | have just learnedilisssmember of the Society) after two centurig|
in which it has been more or less nhumerous, thaagifined | believe to our circle of relations. Thig
remark only refers to the name, as there are satiedd my father’s and uncle’s descendants whq
are still members of the Society of Friends. Buethler in the Society or not it is my earnest desir
that all should belong to the true church, whichas confined to any sect or party. As to myself m
attachment remains strong to the profession in vhigas brought up and though now excluded b
infirmities from taking any active part or indeedrh sharing in any public privilege connected wit|
the Society, my interest in its welfare is unabated | hope for its increasing prosperity ion thaesin
essential things.

On first coming to Tottenham being then of actiabits | was soon induced to engage in various
benevolent undertakings particularly the girls shwhich was established soon after | came to
reside in Tottenham and which for many years ersgsnuch of my time and attention. The
Tottenham Ladies bible Association was establisi®mlit six years after | came to live in Bruce
grove. And on the retirement from Tottenham assa@bf residence of my beloved sister, the offi
of treasurer devolved upon me, and my name sditidg as Treasurer, though the duties belonging
the office are now discharged by my friend R. Stk

From the state of my mother’s health during the fgars she survived my father, she required cl
attention. After her decease | had more time ofgmat my own disposal, which was interrupted
however by several severe attacks of illness,lrough all | have been brought beyond expectati
to my present advanced age, and | have indeed rgr@sdn to number my mercies which have
followed me all my life long.

An intimate friendship with my dear old friend Margt Pope commenced in 1815. It was a great
support and comfort to me when | was left alone o that we are so far advanced in the journg
of life, it continues unabated. We have spent ntimk together but within the last few years this
enjoyment has been much curtailed as from incrgasfirmities we have been more confined to g
respective homes. For more than 30 years, M. Pagemy guest at yearly Meeting, and we have
together partaken of the company of our friend$aimg what we could to entertain them at dinner
during the Yearly Meeting, though M.P. continued firactice some years after | gave it up. Itis g
source of great pleasure to me to see my deadfiiethe enjoyment of much that contributes to h
own benefit and that of others and that in dispensd others it has been returned with rich blegsi
to herself. M.P. has no very near relations, battgs a companion who has been with her for mg
years, who is well fitted for the position and beém whom and M.P. there exists a mutual
friendship.

To return to my present state of age and infirrhayn often reminded of those who are gone, as v
as of the kind thoughtfulness of some of my youngtatives by the chair which | occupy and whig
contributes to my ease and comfort for in consegei@f my inability to use active exertion | am

usually to be found 12 hours a day seated in myaglechair of carved walnut and green velvet. T
chair besides its elegance and the ease whicfoidafme, has a greatly added value as the giftyof
two dear nephews presented to me on thef.2" month 1851, the 5anniversary of my brother
and sister’'s marriage and the last before her dec&2n this occasion the aged and beloved parer
their children and grandchildren met under my tocfpend the evening together in pleasant soci
intercourse and before we separated tHePglm was read and the voice of prayer was hea f
blessing on the assembled family circle. In lessitthree months after this reunion my dear sister
was called to her rest, her long and useful lifm¢pelosed in peace after a short but severe atthck
increase illness.

5E

ny

5e
s?Gt-nephew:

5 David Howard
(1839-1916)

y
y
h

ce
J to

pse
(25 Oct 1816)
DN

'y

er
X
ny

vell
h

he

nts
Al

(23 Feb 1852)



Elizabeth Howard — Personal Memoranda — 21 Nov 1862

To those who are much engaged in the pursuitstivieglife it may seem as if time must hang heavi

when day after day is passed with very little vigrid@ his however is not my experience and it may
not be uninteresting to know how an aged aunt desuperself. | enjoy rising early, particularly in
the summer, but being dependent on assistancendtdgenerally begin my day downstairs before
o'clock. After my domestic arrangements are mada wiy cook, | usually devote some time to
reading.

| have in my time taken great pleasure in the ibigtion of tracts and small books, and | still do
something in that way, and as | like to know therelster of the books | distribute, | generally reag
them and this affords me both a pleasant and phiéitoccupation. There are several periodical
publications which | make a point of reading anelytim some degree keep me informed of what is
going on, for although | am so very much withdrawem society | feel a great interest in all right
efforts to do good. | am privileged at times to éawocial visits and calls from my friends and |
occasionally return these calls, but owing to ngagideafness, social intercourse is very much
restricted and this make me fall back with all there pleasure on books. Reading has always be
source of very great pleasure to me, and never swthan during the years that deafness has sh
me out from social converse and it is a great bigghat my sight has been so comparatively goo
though now it is failing in some degree.

| occasionally too when the weather is fine enjalrige out and when in the course of a little
expedition of this kind | call upon a friend thesitiis often paid in the carriage to spare me the
exertion of getting out.

| am sometimes confined in the house for a goodevtbgether; for instance last autumn and wintg
was not out of doors for six months and it is noar@than nine years since | slept out of my own
house.

A young person might be ready to say What dull wéakd so it might be and doubtless would be
those who have their bodily powers in full vigolbut with lessened capabilities there is generally
lessened desire for change.

I must not omit to mention my garden, which hasnbegreat pleasure to me, and as | still am abl
with assistance to walk a little in it, | do noséomy enjoyment in it and when | cannot walk | sea
it from my windows and that is cheering.

For many months | have been quite prevented froimggm meeting, and not being able to join my
friends is a great privation, for though my deafhpevents me hearing anything that might be sa
yet as long as | had ability in other respectsiirtit consider that a sufficient reason to keep me
away from the religious assemblies of my Frienddwihom | have felt it in times past a privilege
meet.

My opportunities for social intercourse are nowyweruch curtailed, but among the friendships
which have been and are a source of pleasure toameld specially mention that of the Forster
family for many years and their Christian fellowskias at times afforded me much comfort. We
have been much united in different objects of betent interest connected with this village
particularly the Bible Society and the Girls Schad$o in Tract distribution not confined to the
village.

Now having arrived at the age of nearly 83, | aiileged to enjoy a tolerable share of health, but
with greatly lessened bodily powers. | am thankffialt active exertion which once was both a
pleasure and a duty is no longer called for.

In looking back on this long life | desire to renmtaen my mercies and to seek to be ready for thet g
change which cannot be far distant and whether mioless warning be given of its near approach
may | be found watching for His coming who is thesRrrection and the Life.

Sgned: Elizabeth Howard
Bruce Grove 11 mo., 21. 1862
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